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Overview 

Students will learn about the Inverted Pyramid model of news writing 
and why some journalists use it for certain stories. 

Objectives  

After this lesson, students will be able to 

• Explain the Inverted Pyramid structure  
• Identify how the Inverted Pyramid model is used in news writing. 

• Write their own news stories using this model. 

Activities 

As class begins, students will be directed to the class blog to view the 
daily assignment (anticipatory set) 

Guided Practice 

Next, I will pull up two different newspaper articles (same topic) to 
demonstrate with the class using the SmartBoard. One article will 
utilize the Inverted Pyramid model; the other will not. 

I will ask students to identify which of the two articles utilizes the IP 
model. I will also ask students to compare and contrast the two 
articles… hopefully engaging in a discussion about “what works” for 
each piece.  

Independent Practice 

Students will practice writing a 350 word news article on the topic of 
their choice utilizing the IP model. Exemplar articles will be chosen 
for class analysis. 

Evaluation 

Students will demonstrate understanding of how the IP model is 
appropriate through  

 

Materials/Resources 

Access to the Internet: 

Class blog site: 
http://westbullseye.wordpress.com/2013/01/31/the-
inverted-pyramid-why-its-important-for-journalist/ 

Two articles for Smart Board demonstration – one 
that utilizes the IP model, and one that does not. 

Access to the Internet & word processors for 
independent work. 

 

Summary 

By the end of the lesson, Students will be able to 
recognize the different styles of writing used in 
journalism. As a class, we will have discussed that 
storytelling is a tool for all communicators, including 
journalists. “While narration is a part of 
communication, there are different ways to write a 
news story that focus more specifically on the facts.”* 
Students will understand that often times readers will 
skim only the first paragraph of an article to get the 
basics before they decide if they want to read further. 
There’s no “surprise ending” with a story that utilizes 
the Inverted Pyramid style.  

 

*Some adaptations taken from Journalism Studies 20: 
Straight Talk –Inverted Pyramid Structure 

 


