
The Bull’s Eye Editorial Policy 
 

The Bull’s Eye is the official student publication of Smithtown High School West 
students.  Our goal is to inform, enlighten and entertain the students of Smithtown High 
School West and the members of the Smithtown community through sound journalistic 
practice in order to give balanced and equitable reporting and to uphold the freedoms 
granted through the Constitution of the United States of America. 
 
PURPOSE 
The Bull’s Eye is published by a staff of student journalists who strive to accurately 
report news events, both in and out of the high school setting, as the topics relate to and 
interest high school students.  Produced in a laboratory setting, the newspaper provides 
students with opportunities in developing skills with the coverage and writing of news, 
features, sports and entertainment, while offering a forum to its public for the free 
exchange of ideas on the opinion pages. 
 
The Journalism and Media Literacy classes offer The Bull’s Eye staff members the 
chance to exercise their First Amendment rights and learn responsibilities that go with 
them.  As a forum for student expression, each issue provides a full opportunity for 
students to inquire, to question and exchange ideas, to develop an effective writing style, 
to prove dependability, to make well-thought-out decisions, and to learn from their 
mistakes.  In addition to maintaining a news website and social media presence via 
Twitter and YouTube, The Bull’s Eye staff produces print publications to be distributed to 
all Smithtown High School West students and staff, plus advertisers and patrons who 
make their publication possible.  
 
EDITORIAL BOARD 
Student editors make up the newspaper’s editorial or planning board, which makes 
decisions on content, coverage, scope and treatment of news, features, sports, 
entertainment, and opinion articles as they interest and concern their primary audience of 
Smithtown High School West students.  Editorial board members will also discuss and 
deal with production challenges, including deadlines and work performances of 
individual staff members.  The editorial board is made up of newspaper section editors, 
The Bull’s Eye TV executive producer, and the editor-in-chief. The Journalism and Media 
Literacy teacher will advise the editorial board.  
 
CONTENT 
The views and opinions expressed in The Bull’s Eye are the opinions of The Bull’s Eye 
staff and do not necessarily reflect the views of the student body, school, staff, and 
community. The editorial board, comprised of student editors, makes all decisions 
regarding content, depth of coverage, and treatment of news, features, sports, 
entertainment, and opinion articles, in addition to setting deadlines for publication.  
Editors will strive to cover controversial topics by seeking multiple sources, so that 
information can be verified and both sides are covered.  Personal commentary/columns 
offer the perspective of individual writers.   However, staff editorials will not be signed 
because they reflect the collective majority opinion of the editorial board-usually 



providing solutions to problems or offering insight/interpretation on topics that have been 
reported in news stories or in-depth features. 
 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
All signed submissions by students, parents, or other members of the community are 
welcome.  Please include address and phone number so authenticity can be verified.  
Names may be withheld at the request of the signee.  However, The Bull’s Eye reserves 
the right to edit all letters to the editor and choose which letters will be published. 
 
CORRECTION OF ERRORS 
In the instance of a factual error, a correction may be made for the readers’ clarification 
in the next issue of The Bull’s Eye.  Corrections will be clearly identified.  Minor spelling 
errors or the correction in spelling of names will not be worthy of correction space unless 
clarification is needed for understanding.  The newspaper staff will make every effort to 
be accurate and credible to its readers. 
 
BYLINE AND ATTRIBUTION POLICY 
All stories will contain the name of the reporter in the byline, and all photographs, with 
the exception of head shots obtained from school files, will contain photo credits.  
Attribution will be given to any article or photograph that is provided by an outside 
source for the newspaper’s use, and photo illustrations will be labeled as such. 
 
 
 


